THE MAKING OF THE CLAN WALLACE SOCIETY
BY

CHARLES B. WALLACE
In around 1960, on the way to a deer lease in Central Texas, I passed a Scottish game in progress.  The next year I attended.  The next year we spent our vacation in London and Scotland.

I stood on the plaque where Sir William stood in Westminster when he was tried for treason, and also at Smithfield, where he was quartered.  In Scotland, I went to his birth place at Elderslie, where an incomplete monument was built in 1912, and to Paisley Museum where there were four of six large plaques in plaster.

Immediately, I thought how wonderful it would be if I could complete the monument to Sir William Wallace

There had to be some sort of organization to do this and a Clan Wallace Society was the obvious choice.  It had to be a non-profit corporation, with a ruling that contributions were deductible from federal income taxes.  And it was so planned.

I needed some help so I turned to Joe P. Wallace, a banker at the Army base at Ft. Hood.  He and his wife, Ann, joined my wife, Eugenia, and myself in executing the charter.  The choice was fortuitous.  The Joe Wallaces were wise and personable.

In the meantime, we got the support of our then Chief, Col. Robert Francis Hurter Wallace, of that Ilk, C.M.G., and he appointed me as High Commissioner.

In the research of existing societies we determined at an early date that we would not have annual dues, and that we could not handle genealogical matters.  One small matter; there were 10,000 William Wallaces and we could not separate them.

After a couple of years, Joe and I launched the Clan Wallace Society.

The monument at the birth place at Elderslie had a six-sided spire and our funds were to cast six huge plaques in bronze.  The solicitation started.

The money barely trickled in.  The project would have failed if we had not had the support of Dewitt Wallace, founder of Reader’s Digest and Candacraig, the last landed Wallace Laird in Scotland.

We had to get the casts to London and the two additional designs, then back to the monument at Elderslie for installation.  Multiple permits were necessary and it was like getting permission to move the grave of the mothers of the bureaucrats; the Scots can entertain.

I had to design the two “missing” plaques, and had the help of rubbings and engineers.

After the six plaques were cast in bronze in London and installed in the monument at Elderslie, I was honored to be the speaker and pull the cord at their unveiling.

Our ad in Scottish papers got few members but a lot of inquiries seeking free information about a Scottish “line.”  I put all I could find out about “Wallace” in “The Clan Wallace.”  In it I had to deny that Sir William had male children and that there was any such thing as “family coat of arms” or a “family crest.”  The book has been profitable.

Clan Wallace Society has always been close to our Chiefs, “The Colonel” Malcolm and Ian, being the inspiration, and frequently providing the funds for the approval by Lord Lyon of the Chiefs Banker, standard pencel and slogan. 

We have also provided our Chief with badges for his bonnet, a staff carved by B. Stephen Kelly, and the pipe music, a Wallace march.

Clan Wallace Society had our Chief as its guest at International Gatherings of the Clans at Edinburgh and Halifax, and also gatherings at Grandfather Mountain and Williamsburg.

As a banker, Jo Wallace said, “We are never going broke,” and so he set our financial base.  We have the means to fulfill our needs.

The sword with which Sir William Wallace “Made great room about him,” is displayed at the national monument at Abbey Craig at Stirling.  I had one made just like it and it is shown at the Clan Society Tent and parades at gatherings.

I was General Counsel Vice President, Director of Magnolia Petroleum Company, the “cash cow” of Standard of New York, Socony Vacuum, and Mobil, and upon our merger, I became Associate General Counsel of Mobil.  I had the benefit of associates worldwide when I needed a small favor for CWS.

Joe and I did create the Foundation for Clan Wallace Society

Others got most of the other 500 of our 600 membership.
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