The Distinguished Surname of Wallace

Submitted by Clan Wallace

The Latin term "Wallensis" from which Wallace is derived, was a generic term applied to the ancient Britons ranging from Strathclyde in Scotland through Brittany in France and Flanders in Belgium, all of whom spoke the Breton and Welsh dialects of the Celtic language family. Even as late as the 12th century, the kings of Scotland were still addressing their subjects as distinct ethnic groups: French and English, Scots and Welsh. 

From their ethnic appellations evolved the Scottish surnames of Francis and Inglis, Scott and Wallace. Preceding the standardization of languages, changes in spelling frequently occurred, words often spelled according to the level of literacy of the writer or its contemporary pronunciation, and Wallace has been recorded as Weallise, Wallys, Walace, Wallis, Wallas, and, of course the modern Wallace.

The Family Wallace is widely believed to have originated from Strathyclyde Britons. This "ancient founding race of the north" were a mixture of Gaels, Picts, and Scots: laying claim to territories from Lancashire in the south, northward to the south bank of the Firth of Clyde. Still another historian traces the origins of the Wallaces to the Norman family of Muras, who came to Britain in the wake of the Norman Conquest of 1066. Initially settling in Wales, this extended family migrated north, eventually settling in present day Ayrshire, now the Wallaces ancestral home. Indeed, history indicates that during the century following 1066, Scotland experienced a second "bloodless Norman Conquest" typified by the Anglicization of the borders region, begun by Queen Margaret, a policy expanded and consolidated by her son, David I. During this period, a new Anglo-Norman aristocracy with their "foreign" language, military, political and religious customs supplanted the native Celtic culture. Regardless of the cultural origins of Clan Wallace the accepted progenitor of all clan branches was Richard Wallensis - literally, Richard from Wales. The first record of Richard Wallensis is his signature on a charter, signed in 1163 AD at Paisley Abbey, whereby he received considerable grants of land that had been part of the ancient Kingdom of Strathclyde, becoming a tenant of Scotland's High Steward, Walter FitzAlan. From these beginnings, Richard's family began to amass control over greater and greater areas of land, extending south to Craigie and north to Eldersie. Note the more land to which a family laid claim, the more influential and powerful it became. As a result of this territorial expansion, separate family branches developed; hence Wallace of Cairnhill, Wallace of Cessnock, Wallace of Craigie, Wallace of Elderslie, Wallace of Kelly and Wallace of Riccarton. It was a member of the Elderslie Branch that elevated the status of Clan Wallace in all of Scotland. That man was Sir William Wallace.

A century after Richard Wallensis had received fief lands from FitzAlan, Richard's great-grandson, Sir Malcolm Wallace of Elderslie married the daughter of Sir Ranald Crawford, the Sheriff of Ayr. She and Malcolm had three sons, Malcolm, William and John. William was to become the Guardian of Scotland and was renowned more simply as "The Patriot" was born circa 1270, though it was not until the mid-1290's that he was catapulted to his place in history. Against the backdrop of England's occupation of Scotland during the succession crisis that arose when Scotland's Alexander III died accidentally without an heir, the Wallace's led a grassroots uprising against troops of England's Edward I (known as "Longshanks" by Scots). Wallace's leadership led to the English rout to the Battle of Stirling, 1297 and the sacking of York, but jealousy, self-interest and treachery by members of the Scottish nobility led to the Scottish army's defeat at the Battle of Falkirk the following year. According to Wallace's saga, composed by "Blin Hary" (Blind Harry) in the 14th century, Wallace and a band of followers left for the continent to elicit the military and financial aid of Philip IV of France. On Wallace's return to Scotland in 1305 in hope of mounting a further guerrilla campaign against the English occupation army, he was betrayed by Sir John Menteith and captured by English soldiers at Robroyston near Glasgow. Transported to London, Wallace was charged and convicted of high treason against King Edward. During his gruesome execution Wallace was hanged, drawn, castrated, disemboweled, beheaded and quartered. The four parts of his body were sent for public display to Berwick, Newcastle, Stirling and Perth. Wallace's death elevated him to the status of martyr to the cause of Scottish independence from England, an objective that was not to be wholly achieved until the Battle of Bannockburn, 1314. Note, Sir William Wallace left no descendants: he was predeceased by his father Sir Malcolm and his elder brother Malcolm and his brother John left no known issue.

During the centuries that followed, Clan Wallace continued to leave its marks, cultural and political, on Scotland and on Europe. In the 14th century, General John Wallace commanded Scotland's armies to victory over England at the Battle of Sark. In the 17th century, mathematician John Wallis was the first to deal with the concept of infinity mathematically and paved the way for the development of calculus and binomial theorem in his 1657 work Arithmetica Infintorum. A contemporary Wallis, sir Hugh Wallace, celebrated cavalier, raised the regiment for King Charles Stuart during the Puritan revolution of Oliver Cromwell. In the 19th century, eminent naturalist and author, Alfred Russel Wallace, developed his own theories on evolution, based on his studies of flora and fauna in South America and in the West Indies, independently of Charles Darwin. Both theories were published simultaneously in 1858. Thomas Wallace served as the vice-president of the British Board of Trade, who in 1821, cut the duties long imposed on Baltic timber; the act herald the end of the mercantile system that had existed since England had first established colonies. Sociologist Graham Wallis was an early leader of the Fabian Society, along with George Bernard Shaw, an organization which promoted the peaceful and democratic "permeation of (British) politics with socialist and collectivist ideas." Sir Richard Wallace was a great collector of painting, sculpture and furniture; primarily 18th century French. His estate bequeathed his collections to the people of Britain in 1897, and is now known as the National Wallace Collection.

Outside of Britain, as the colonization of the New World accelerated in the 18th century, Wallaces increasingly crossed the Atlantic. One of the earliest on record was Alexander Wallace, who settled in Georgia around 1733. By 1768, Eleanor, Elizabeth, George, Jane, William, and Mary Wallace had established themselves at Charles Town, South Carolina. Robert Wallace and his family settled at St. John's, Newfoundland in 1771. Following the exodus of Loyalists from New York to what remained of British North America at the end of the American Revolution, the Honourable Michael Wallace became the treasurer of the Province of Nova Scotia, a position he occupied for more than 40 years. Many of the Wallaces in Atlantic Canada are his descendants.

In the United States, many members of Clan Wallace have held led notable and distinguished lives. Lewis Wallace rose to the rank of general in the United States Army, served as one of the military judges who sentenced the Lincoln conspirators, but is remembered for having written three historical romance novels, the most famous of which was Ben Hur. Henry Agard Wallace served as FDR's vice-president between 1941 and 1945, when he was replaced by Harry S. Truman. George Corley Wallace was five-time governor of Alabama and led a third-party challenge against the Democratic and Republican parties in the 1968 presidential campaign. Undaunted, he sought the Democratic Party's presidential nomination in 1972 and a failed assassination attempt that same year left him paraplegic. Thomas Wallace served as the chief executive officer of Xerox Corporation in the late 1960's. Indeed there is no shortage of prominent members of Clan Wallace in America.

Neither has Canada had a shortage of prominent Wallaces. Dr. James Wallace of Hamilton, Ontario, was one of three doctors who examined Louis Riel and found him fit to stand trial for treason following the Riel Uprising, 1885. Judge W.B. Wallace of Halifax, Nova Scotia, served as one of three royal commissioners mandated in 1926 by Prime Minister W. L. Mackenzie King to investigate the claims of three Maritime provinces that Confederation had been detrimental to their respective economies. Historian Frederick W. Wallace coined the phrase "wooden ships and iron men" in his 1924 account of the rise to international prominence of the Maritime provinces in the trans-Atlantic shipping industry in the years following the American Civil War and that industry's collapse by 1890. More recently historian Paul A. W. Wallace, author of The White Roots of Peace has examined variations in the Iroquois story of the warrior hero Dekanahwideh, who is told to have brought about the "Great Peace" of the Six Nations' Confederacy. Politically, Ron Wallace was mayor of Halifax, Nova Scotia, through the 1980's and Mary Ann Wallace-Crowley served recently as the city's Deputy-Mayor. In fact, there are Wallaces in every corner of the globe, from Iceland to Australia, from Hong Kong to Alberta.

Today, Clan Wallace shows its diversity at the many highland and Scottish gatherings around the world. The most active group is found in the American middle-states, concentrated most highly in Maryland and Virginia where Clan Wallace Society members make their presence and hospitality felt to all who participate in the gathering of the Clans. 

At present, the chief of Clan Wallace is Ian Francis of that Ilk, 35th Chief of the Clan and recognized by Lord Lyon King of Arms as the head of all branches, Renfrewshire, Riccarton and Craigie; a member of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs.

Arms of the Chiefs: Gules, a Lion rampant argent, armed azure, a Bordure counter company azure and argent.

Crest Badge: Upon a Wreath azure and argent, else, issuant from a Crest Coronet of four strawberry leaves or a dexter Arm vambraced argent, the Hand brandishing a Sword, Hilt or all proper.

Natural Badge: A sprig of oak leaves with acorn.

Motto: Pro Liberate (For Freedom)

Gaelic Name: Uallas

Tartans: Red Wallace, Green Wallace, Blue Wallace; each available in modern, ancient and weathered hues.

